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MESSAGE FROM THE DEAN... 
I hope that everyone is enjoying the fall colors and the various fall 
festivities that seem to abound this time of  year.  There certainly seem to 

be a bumper crop of  pumpkins as I see them everywhere I look lately!  It 

serves to remind us of  the work ahead as we look toward Thanksgiving 
and the holidays to follow.  I think we’re all a bit apprehensive as well 

about the coming winter remembering our experiences of  last year! 

 
With November’s program coming up we turn toward technology as it 

affects our music-making.  As you look around the churches in your neighborhood, does 

the organ still have a vital role in the worship experience?  Has the so-called “praise 
band” invaded the “sanctity” of  the music program?  Or, has the organ/organist/choir/

choral music program been eliminated, or pushed aside, to make room for music that is 

more relevant to modern worshipers? 

 
If  this has happened…..why?  Is the organ considered to be too stodgy today?  Is it 

because we haven’t played it well, or been creative enough with it?  It IS true that many 

times those playing the organ have little or no training in it.  But, is there something we 
can do to foster more interest in the instrument that we love, especially among younger 

people?  What can we do to encourage more young people to study the organ and fill 

those college and university organ departments?  It’s a BIG question!  We ARE happy to 
have conferred three organ scholarships here in our chapter in October, and there’s  

more information about that elsewhere in this newsletter. 

 

We hope that you will attend our November 17th program on Technology for the  

Traditionalist.  Maybe it will answer some of  these questions about the future of   

our instrument.  Come and join us! 
 

Neil Kraft, Dean 

PS – If you have not yet done it, please consider paying your  
chapter dues!  They make our chapter “go!”  Thanks!  
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Toledo AGO Contact Info 

Neil Kraft, Dean     419-352-4195 

      musicliturgy@stalbg.org  

Mark S. Mathias, Sub Dean   419-708-6953 

      msmathias@yahoo.com 

Susan Craig, Secretary    419-246-867 

      craigweg@aol.com 

Pam Davis, Treasurer    419-887-0607 

      music@commofchrist.org 

Nancy Russell, Membership Chair  419-874-0379 

      navon@wcnet.org 

MEMBERSHIP  

Membership is open to all in-

terested in the organ. To be-

come a member of the Toledo 

Chapter, contact Nancy Russell 

at navon@wcnet.org 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

To submit articles, news,  

concerts, or vacant positions, 

contact:  

Email: Kathy Rupp 

kathy.rupp744@gmail.com 

Newsletter: Melissa Flowers  

mflowers@findlaystmichael.org 

 

WEBSITE  

www.toledoago.org 

The mission 

of  the 

American Guild of  Organists 

is to enrich lives 

through 

organ 

and 

choral music. 

Organ Plus Recital – Sunday, January 11 3pm at 
Community of Christ Lutheran Church   

6517 Finzel Rd, Whitehouse, OH  
(the corner of Dutch and Finzel) 

 
We are looking for recitalists for our upcoming Organ Plus 
recital.  Please contact Pam Davis to participate –
 music@commofchrist.org or 419-346-0279.  The organ at 
Community of Christ is a 2008 2-manual Reuter with 21 
ranks.  

 
Here’s an interesting idea—if anyone would like to do a 
piece for organ and handbells you may use our bells  and 
the tables are right next to the organ.  Just a thought. 
  
Thanks! 
Pam Davis 

https://sms.noacsc.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=ddac1f1e8da54778a88fda2b25448ef5&URL=mailto%3amusic%40commofchrist.org


From Denise Mathias, Education Chair    

Toledo AGO Chapter Scholarship Auditions were held on Sunday, Oct. 12, at St. Aloysius 

Catholic Church, Bowling Green, Ohio.  There were three entrants.                                        

Many thanks to the judges: Randolph Currie, Neil Kraft, and Kevin McGill.  Each entrant was 

considered worthy of an award, and the following scholarships were given: 

 $300 Seth Innis 

 $250  Jeremy Hill 

 $250 Daniel Stokes 

Congratulations, students! Keep up the good practicing! 

Teachers, now is the time to start considering an entrant for next fall’s auditions.  Each 

scholarship audition consists of two contrasting pieces of literature and a hymn—and first 

year students may audition on piano.  There is also a sight-reading hymn given at the 

audition.  Eligible students are 7-12th grade and adults.   

The winners will perform at the student recital held on Sunday, March 15, 2015, 3:00 p.m. at 

St. Aloysius Catholic Church, Bowling Green.   
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Heidelberg University 

Faculty Artist Recital: 

Joan Holder McConnell, 

organ 

 

Sunday, November 16 3PM 

 

Trinity United Church of 

Christ, 131 E. Perry St.,  

Tiffin, OH 44883 

Works by Bach, Hindemith, 

Mathias, Vierne, Dupre, and 

Utterback. 

Free and open to the 

public.  All are welcome! 

Dear AGO-ers,  

Since you have always been supportive of the efforts of our 

younger generation of organists, I invite you to hear a student 

recital, played by Stephen Smith at First Lutheran Church in 

Tiffin.  This will be Stephen’s “Junior Recital,” and it will be 

shared with Nick Saxton, a Vocal Performance major in our 

department.  Here are those details:  

Heidelberg University Student Recitals 

Stephen Smith, organ and Nicholas Saxton, bass-baritone 

Sunday, November 23, 7:00 PM 

First Lutheran Church, 300 Melmore St., Tiffin, OH 44883 

The concert is free and open to the public.  We'd love to see 

you there! 

Joan McConnell, Instructor of Organ and Music Theory 

Heidelberg University 



TOLEDO AGO PROGRAM YEAR 
 

Monday, November 17, 2014 - Organ Tech –What’s New in Electronic/Digital Tech-

nology for the Organ. MIDI and related technologies. Robert DeMass, presenter. St. 

Joseph Church in Maumee – 7 PM. Dennis Johns, host. 

December 2014 – No Program – Merry Christmas! 

Sunday, January 11, 2015 – Organ PLUS! Organ with other instruments. Community 

of Christ Lutheran Church in Whitehouse—3pm. Pam Davis, host and coordinator.  

Saturday, February 28, 2015 – AGO Choral Festival with Sandra Stegman. All-day 

format of rehearsals, lunch and final concert at 3:00 PM. Please encourage your choir 

members to participate! Epworth United Methodist Church, Toledo. Cecil Baughman, 

host. 

Sunday, March 15, 2015 - AGO Student Recital – 3:00 PM – St. Aloysius Church in 

Bowling Green. Reception to follow. Neil Kraft, host. 

Sunday, April 26, 2015 – Concert Organist Gail Archer -4:00 PM at Monroe Street 

UMC in Toledo. Co-sponsored with the Church and Chapter. Denise Mathias, host. 

Sunday, May 17, 2015 – Spring Program and Dinner (on the road!) Touring a very 

comprehensive musical instrument collection in Dundee, MI. Dinner will follow at a 
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 The Winston-Salem (NC) Chapter of the AGO is happy to announce 
the 4th annual HS Organ Festival & Competition that they co-
sponsor with the University of North Carolina School of the Arts 

and Salem College in Winston-Salem, North Carolina.  

 

The competition is open to any high school senior or younger who has not previously won 
the competition’s First Prize. In addition to cash prizes and potential scholarships, all prize 
winners (1st, 2nd, 3rd, and Hymn Prize) will receive a copy of one of the eight volumes of 
Bach works published by Wayne Leupold Editions, compliments of the publisher.   

A CD Recording and application is due (received) by December 19, 2014.  

 

For full information about the competition, festival events, and instruments, please vis-
it: http://www.timothyolsenorganist.com/hs-competition.html 

http://www.timothyolsenorganist.com/hs-competition.html


THE AMERICAN GUILD OF ORGANISTS 

 

Toledo Chapter AGO 

Anne Doerfler 

4112 Talwood Lane 

Toledo OH 43606 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

For sale:  Conn 3-manual organ ("theater organ" model) with full-size manuals 

and a full pedal board.  Very useful as a home practice instrument for a student 

or professional organist, it has a monophonic headphone jack installed for quiet 

consideration of others!  Cherry finish on the wood.  Excellent condition.  Free 

for the taking.  Contact Kathy Alter, Elmore, Ohio:   twinka44@hotmail.com. 
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The Rev. Jeff L. Bunke, Organ 

Sunday, November 16, 2014 – 3:00 pm 

St. Stephen Lutheran Church 

30304 New Bavaria Rd, Defiance, OH 43512 

Honoring Velma Bunke (the recitalist’s aunt) at her 100th birthday 

Beginning at age 11, Velma Bunke played the organ at St. Stephen for 75 years, 
until finally that wooden bench became too uncomfortable.  Continuing the tradi-

tion, Mrs. Bunke taught her nephew, Jeff, to play for services when he was age 
11.  Later, Fr. Bunke studied with Kathryn Johnson at Valparaiso Universi-

ty.  While he has served as parish musician and recitalist in many settings, his pri-
mary vocation has been that of Episcopal priest.  Jeff currently serves as rector of 
St. Timothy’s Church, Perrysburg, Ohio and is a clergy member of AGO Toledo. 

St. Stephen’s organ is a 1912 Kilgen and Sons (St. Louis).  Originally a tracker ac-
tion “swell organ” (one manual and pedal) of 9 ranks, the instrument was rebuilt 

by Roush in 1974, adding a small reed stop and converting to a solid-state, 2-
manual and pedal console. 

  

Michael Gartz, Organ 

Saturday, January 24, 2015 – 7:00 PM 

St. Rose Catholic Church, Perrysburg 

Offered as part of the St. Tim’s Discovers Concert Series 

(more details will follow in December) 

  

My Funny Valentine:  All the Wedding Music You’ve Come to Love (and Hate) 

Ann Corrigan, Michael Gartz and Jeff Bunke 

Sunday, February 8, 2015 – 3:00 PM 

St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church 

871 East Boundary Street 

Perrysburg, OH 

(more details will follow in December/January) 


